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Designed to report on some aspects of the local impact of U.S.-Japan relations, Japan
Update: The Japan-Houston Relationship in the New Japan-US Dynamic will feature experts
from the U.S. and Japan commenting on the challenges, trends, and strategies shaping the
U.S.-Japan alliance in the areas of security, trade and energy. Admiral Dennis Blair,
Chairman of the Board and CEO of Sasakawa USA and the former director of U.S. National
Intelligence and Commander in Chief of the U.S. Pacific Command will be the conference’s
keynote speaker.

Other distinguished speakers at the conference include: Ambassador John Thomas
Schieffer, former Ambassador of the United States to Japan; Marc Watts, Chair Pro Tem
of the Board of Directors Houston Branch, Dallas Federal Reserve Bank and President, The
Friedkin Group Inc.; Bob Harvey, President and CEO of the Greater Houston Partnership;
Hisanori Nei, Professor at the National Graduate Institute for Policy Studies; Michelle
Foss, Chief Energy Economist, Bureau of Economic Geology, University of Texas at Austin;
George Avdey, President of Kuraray USA; and Tadashi Ishizuka, Chief Operating Officer
of Mitsui & Co. LNG Investment USA, Inc.

Japan Update is organized by Japan America Society of Houston. Asia Society is proud to be
a presenting partner. Please note that this program will take place at the Petroleum
Club, 1201 Louisiana Street.

Schedule
8:30 am | Breakfast
9:30 am | Keynote Address

10:00 am | Trade and Investment Panel

11:15 am | Energy Panel
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OFFSITE
Petroleum Club
1201 Louisiana St.
Houston, TX 77002

Click for Directions

Add to Google Calendar

$45 JASH and Asia Society
Members, $55 Nonmembers.
Members contact Patron
Services for a discount code.
Price includes breakfast. All
sales final.

BUY TICKETS »
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About The Japan America Society of Houston

The Japan America Society of Houston (JASH) is the leading organization that connects
Houston’s diverse community, local businesses, and individuals to advance the mutual
interest of American and Japanese peoples. Their programs in language and education, arts
and culture, and business initiatives and networking provide opportunities for collaboration
and important people-to-people exchange. www.jas-hou.org

About The National Association of Japan America Societies

The National Association of Japan-America Societies (NAJAS) is a private, non-profit, non-
partisan organization that offers education, cultural and business programs about Japan and
the U.S.-Japan relations to the general public through its member Japan and Japan-America
Societies. NAJAS is the only national non-profit network in the United States dedicated to
public education about Japan. NAJAS consists of approximately 40 independent Japan-
related organizations located in 32 cities around the country. Its membership cuts across
usual group boundaries (business, political, academic, American, Japanese, etc.) and affords
a variety of perspectives on U.S.-Japan relations. www.us-japan.org

About The Sasakawa Peace Foundation

The Sasakawa Peace Foundation (SPF) was established in 1986, in Japan, with a mission to
contribute to the welfare of humankind and the sound development of the international
community, and, thus, to world peace, by conducting activities fostering international
understanding, exchange, and cooperation. The Foundation’s efforts in support of this
mission include surveys and research, development of human resources, invitation and
dispatch of personnel, organizing and supporting international conferences and other forums.
www.spf.org
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Asia Society takes no institutional position on policy issues and has no affiliation with any government.
All views expressed in its publications and on its website are the sole responsibility of the author or authors.
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